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5 February 2014 

 
 

Notice to Members 
 
Your attendance is requested at an Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held 
at the Weddin Shire Council on Wednesday, 12 February 2014 at 
10.30am. Morning tea will be served at 10.00am. 

Agenda 

1. Public Forum 

2. Apologies for non-attendance  

3. Leaves of absence granted  

4. Confirmation of Minutes - Ordinary Meeting held on 11.12.13 

5. Chairman’s Minute 

6. Councillor Representation 

7. Notices of Motion 

8. Reports of Staff 

9. Adjourn Meeting and proceed into Committee of the Whole 

10. Resume Ordinary Meeting & Report of Committee of the Whole 

11. Next Meeting – Blayney – 9th April 2014 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
A. Perry 
General Manager 
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01) Financial Matters (FM.BA.1) 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted.  

 

REPORT 

 

Details of all payments made to creditors in the preceding two months are available 

for inspection at the Blayney office. 

The Bank Reconciliation, as at 31st December 2013, together with a Statement of 

Funds Invested, is attached to the business paper. 

Council’s Petty Cash Book and the Warrant Listing will be tabled on meeting day.   

As required by Council, the following table details the status of Council’s investments 

through Lehman Bros at 31st December 2013: 

Investment 
Interest 

Rate 

Above 

BBSW 
Call Date 

Maturity 

Date 

Interest 

Paid 

Face 

Value 

Current 

% value 

Current 

Value 

Aphex (Glenelg AA-) 4.3150% 1.68% 22/06/2009 22/12/2014 Quarterly 50,000    91.88 45,940 

MAS (Parkes AA-) N/A N/A 20/12/2009 20/06/2015 Quarterly 300,000      N/A N/A 

Total      $350,000     13.13 $45,940 

 

The value of the CDO investments acquired through Lehman’s have a current 

valuation as at 31st December 2013, of $45,940.  This is an increase of $2,115 from 

the last reported valuation of $43,825 as at 31st October 2013.  The CDO 

investments are now valued at 13.13% of par value. 

Legal proceedings against Lehman Bros are continuing through Piper Alderman with 

no further information available at this time. 

Council’s remaining investment portfolio, other than CDO’s of approximately $4.55 

million is all capital guaranteed, primarily in term deposits. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 Bank Reconciliation December 2013 1 Page  
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02) Budget Review Statement - 31 December 2013 (FM.FR.1) 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the Quarterly Budget Review for the quarter ended 31 December 2013 be 

accepted and the variations therein be adopted.  

 

REPORT 

 

The Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) for the period ended 31 December 2013 is 

submitted for examination by Council (refer Attachment 1). 

It is estimated that the original budget surplus of $1,829 will increase by $300,333 to 

an estimated surplus of $302,162. 

This significant increase to the operating surplus is mainly attributed to the significant 

increase in water sales as a result of reduced rainfall and hot seasonal conditions in 

the Central Western area this financial year. The forecast water sales for the 

remaining six months has taken into account the known actual water sales for the 3rd 

quarter and estimated sales for the 4th quarter. 

There are five variations recommended to the operational budget and no variations to 

the capital budget at this stage.  These variations are listed on page 4 of the 

December 2013 QBR with variation comments provided on page 5 respectively. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

1 Budget Review Statement December 2013 7 Pages  
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03) LG Independent Review Panel Report (GR.LR.5) 

(Tony Perry) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council endorse the view of the General Manager that water County 

Council’s should not be required to become subsidiaries of any proposed 

Regional Joint Organisation of Councils and support a joint submission to the 

Division of Local Government from the five water County Councils expressing this 

view. 

 

REPORT 

 

The reports of the Local Government Independent Review Panel (Panel) and the 

Local Government Acts Taskforce (Taskforce) were released by the Minister for 

Local Government on 8 January 2014. Copies of both reports were e-mailed to all 

councillors on that date with a note to advise the General Manager if a hard copy was 

required. 

In his media release, Minister Don Page said that “We made an election commitment 

of no forced amalgamations of council's and that commitment continues as we 

discuss the options proposed by the Panel. Some ideas in the reports will require 

careful consideration and development. We need to take time to get this right. The 

reports show quite clearly that local government is facing many challenges and that 

‘no change’ is simply not an option if we want NSW to become No 1 again. However, 

this change needs to be developed in partnership with councils and their 

communities.” 

Minister Page said that both final reports were released for a period of comment until 

7 March 2014 and that would help the NSW Government develop its response and 

give a final opportunity for councils and their communities to provide input on the way 

forward. 

The final reports from the Panel and Taskforce are a significant milestone in the 

journey towards stronger, more sustainable local government and container a series 

of recommendations for reform. 

The NSW Government will consider the final reports over the coming months and 

prepare its response. Feedback provided by councils and community members in the 

current round of consultation will help to inform the response. 

The Panel Chair, Professor Graham Sansom, stated that while the release of the 

Panel’s final report marks the end of the Panel’s review, it should be seen as the 

beginning of a series of changes that will take several years to complete. 

The Panel outlined the following key proposals in their final report: 
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 Establishing legally binding ‘Joint Organisations’ (JO) of councils across most of 

NSW to maximise regional cooperation and resource-sharing, and to partner 

with State agencies in strategic planning and service delivery. 

 Creating a broadly representative Far West Regional Authority to work 

alongside local government in addressing the special challenges facing the 

region.  

 Providing options for new types of local government, including ‘Rural Councils’ 

in some sparsely populated areas and ‘Community Boards’ in large urban 

centres. 

 A new framework for ‘fiscal responsibility’ in local government, including better 

medium-long term planning, improved asset and financial management, and 

bringing council audits under the oversight of the Auditor General. 

 Additional measures to tackle the infrastructure backlog and improve service 

delivery, including service reviews, a state-wide borrowing facility for local 

government to cut the cost of loans, and re-distribution of available grant 

funding to areas of greatest need. 

 Changes to the rating system, including replacement or streamlining of rate-

pegging, to generate additional revenue where necessary and to ensure that 

the burden of rates is shared more equitably - especially by owners of 

expensive apartments. 

 Re-definition of the roles of mayors and councillors and how they relate to 

senior management, and introduction of mandatory professional development 

for mayors, councillors and General Managers. 

 Reshaping the governance of Sydney to manage growth and change more 

effectively in accordance with the Metropolitan Strategy, including options to 

reduce the total number of councils to around 15–18, to increase the capacity of 

local government to tackle major sub-regional projects, and for closer State-

local government collaboration. 

 Improving State-local government relations generally, especially in strategic 

planning and regional coordination, plus protection of democratic local 

government under the State Constitution. 

One of the contentious issues in the Panel’s final report is the recommendation that 

existing County Councils should become subsidiary members of a ‘JO’ with existing 

administrative and operational staff becoming employees of the ‘JO’ under the 

Local Government Award. 

The Panel recommends that local councils would remain the core of the system: they 

would ‘own’ and resource JO’s in a similar way to ROC’s. Selected regional functions 

would be referred to the JO's which would then work alongside their member councils 

in performing those tasks. The General Manager cannot understand or see any logic 

in why County Councils should not be treated the same way as local councils and be 
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an equal member of the JO in a similar manner in which CTW is currently a member 

of Centroc. 

Under section 11.3 of the Panel’s report, it states that the Panel believes that local 

government should retain its current responsibilities for water supply and sewerage 

and sees no case at present to require councils to transfer water and sewage assets 

to regional entities. Based on that belief, it should be argued that CTW should not be 

required to become a subsidiary of the proposed JO. 

The Panel state in their report that they understand the concerns raised in relation to 

the model of a ‘new look’ County Councils proposed in their earlier Future Directions 

report. However, the panel remains supportive of the underlying concept of statutory 

regional entities established by individual proclamations that specify their area and 

functions, as well as various aspects of governance and operations. 

The General Manager is firmly of the view that water County Councils should not 

become subsidiaries of the proposed JO’s but be an equal member of the JO as is 

proposed for GP councils. The five water county councils are all very successful and 

financially viable organisations operating under very high standards in the water 

industry.  

The General Manager takes exception to the comment in the Panel’s final report that 

incorporating County Councils into the proposed JO’s is an opportunity to address 

the concern expressed by a number of councils that the County Council which they 

are supposed to ‘own’ is now effectively beyond their control. County Councils are 

completely autonomous local government councils constituted under the Local 

Government Act with their own constitution and were never ‘supposed to be owned’ 

or ‘under the control’ of their constituent councils. 

The General Managers of Riverina Water, Goldenfields Water, Rous Water, Mid 

Coast Water and Central Tablelands Water all share the same view that County 

Councils should not be required to become subsidiaries of any proposed JO and are 

meeting on 15 February to consider preparing a joint submission to the Division of 

Local Government in response to the Panel’s final report stating this view. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil 
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04) Water Security - Central West NSW (WS.SP.4) 

(Tony Perry) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council forward letters to the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister and 

other relevant Ministers supporting the recent announcement by the Member for 

Calare, the Hon. John Cobb MP, that he is advocating the construction of a 

90,000ML dam at the Needles Gap near Canowindra and that he has written to 

the Prime Minister and a number of Federal Ministers seeking their support for the 

initial funding of an estimated $3 million to conduct a feasibility study, including 

environmental, geotechnical and preliminary design investigations. 

 

REPORT 

 

Council was advised at its meeting on 16 October 2013 that the Member for Calare, 

the Hon. John Cobb MP, had written to Council advising that should he be returned 

to represent Calare and be part of the new government, he would further discuss 

water security options for the region and relevant stakeholders. John Cobb’s letter 

was in response to a letter from Council prior to the last Federal election seeking his 

support for increased water storage in the Central West region, in particular putting 

forward the options of an augmented Lake Rowlands or a new dam at the Needles 

on the Belubula River. 

As Council is aware, NSW State Water identified 3 locations in NSW that were 

suitable for new water storages. One of these locations is the Needles Gap site on 

the Belubula River near Canowindra where it is proposed a 90,000/100,000 ML dam 

could be constructed. This was the site originally chosen in the 1960’s for the 

construction of the current Carcoar dam which, following local political intervention, 

was constructed at its present site near Carcoar. 

As previously reported to Council, in early 2013, three officers from State Water 

attended at CTW’s office in Blayney to canvass whether the Needles proposal would 

be supported by Council. They indicated that, if the Needles dam was to be 

constructed, the current Carcoar dam, with a storage capacity of 35,800 ML, could be 

freed up from its existing irrigation requirements to become an urban water supply 

dam and, if linked with Lake Rowlands dam, could provide a total of 40,300 ML 

available for urban use. The General Manager indicated that such a proposal would 

be supported by Council and would negate the necessity to enlarge Lake Rowlands. 

Subsequent to the visit by the officers from State Water, the General Manager has 

hosted 3 visits to the Needles site; the first visit in April last year was at the behest of 

Federal Member John Cobb MP who indicated that he would like to visit the Needles 

site in order to have an appreciation of the proposal. Needless to say, John Cobb, 

who has always been a great supporter of the Lake Rowlands enlargement proposal, 

was overwhelmed and impressed with the proposed site at the Needles. 
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On 19 December 2013, at John Cobb’s request, the General Manager met with Mr 

Cobb in his Orange office to brief him on various issues on the Needles proposal. Mr 

Cobb particularly required the General Manager to supply him with information in 

regards to what advantages could be gained from the Needles proposal together with 

some technical details. 

As well as preparing briefing notes for Mr Cobb, the General Manager sought some 

technical advice from consulting engineer Mr Rob Parker, an expert on dam 

engineering and who has provided Council with quality expertise over many years. 

Mr Parker produced a very good conceptual report which the General Manager was 

able to provide to Mr Cobb together with his briefing notes. 

On 14 January 2014, the General Manager had a further meeting with Mr Cobb in his 

Orange office and on this occasion Mr Amit Chanan, Executive Manager Operations 

NSW State Water, and Mr Steve Hamson, Regional Infrastructure Manager NSW 

State Water, were also in attendance. Mr Chanan commented that Rob Parker’s 

report was a very good conceptual report.  

At the meeting, Mr Cobb quizzed Mr Chanan on the estimated costs of the 

investigations and studies that would need to be completed on the proposed Needles 

site. Mr Chanan advised the estimated costs for a feasibility study, environmental, 

geotechnical and preliminary design investigations at $3 million and that the work 

could be completed within two years. Following lengthy discussions and deliberation, 

Mr Cobb advised that he intended to hold a press conference to announce that he 

would be lobbying the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and other Parliamentary 

colleagues seeking support and funding for the initial $3 million study costs. 

The press conference was organised for Tuesday 21 January 2014 and was held on 

site at the Needles Gap location. In attendance, at Mr Cobb’s invitation, were various 

sections of the media, the Mayors of Blayney, Cabonne, Orange and Bathurst, the 

Deputy Chairman of Central Tablelands Water and the GM’s of CTW, Cabonne and 

Blayney. 

Copies of John Cobb’s Media Release, the General Manager’s briefing notes and 

Rob Parker’s conceptual report on the Needles proposal are attached.  
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 The Hon John Cobb media release 2 Pages  
2 Rob Parker conceptual report 8 Pages  
3 General Managers briefing notes 2 Pages  
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05) WBC Alliance - Executive Manager's Report (CM.AG.6) 

(Donna Galvin) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted. 

 

REPORT 

 

As this is my first report for 2014, I would like to wish everyone all the best of the year 

ahead, which I am sure will be a challenging one for the Alliance. 

SHARED SERVICES PROJECT : (Cabonne, Blayney and CTW) 

Since my report in December, the final report from the Independent Local 

Government Review Panel has been released. I am sure that Councillors will have 

received or accessed a copy of this report. 

From the Alliance perspective around the Shared Services Project, the final 

recommendations are still supportive of the concept of developing a shared entity for 

the delivery of a range of services. The key message that “no change is not 

acceptable” was continued through the report and it is still very clear that councils are 

expected to take up opportunities to work collaboratively and innovatively. 

The Shared Services project has moved into a new phase with the engagement of 

KPMG consulting firm to work with us on the development of the framework and 

methodology for the shared entity. There are three steps in this body of work: 

Step 1: Development of Assessment Methodology 

Identify and define a methodology to review both existing and potential future council 

services or functions (e.g. back-of-house) that could be delivered by a Shared 

Services entity. 

The methodology would consider but not limited to: 

 Relevance of the service/function to the member organisations and other 

councils 

 Financial gains to be achieved through shared delivery 

 Human Resources required to provide the service or function and any 

potential industrial implications 

 Efficiency gains to be delivered through shared service delivery 

 Risk Analysis on proposed options 

 Capacity improvement to the member councils of providing the shared service 

 Asset consolidation/reduction (e.g. shared IT & communications infrastructure) 

 Community and geographic considerations 
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Step 2: Identify functions suitable for delivery through shared services 

Using the agreed methodology, undertake a review of shared services delivered by 

current member councils so as to identify those functions suitable for delivery on a 

shared basis. 

It is anticipated that the Shared Service entity will grow and expand in service 

delivery over the short, medium and longer terms. 

This Step will include: 

 Identifying the functions or services to be transitioned with each timeframe 

 Determination of the implementation timeframes (nominally short, medium and 

long-term) 

 a gap analysis to determine what other functions or services currently not 

provided by the member councils, which may be cost effectively delivered 

through a shared arrangement to the member councils and to other councils 

on a fee-for-service arrangement 

 Agreement on how service level agreements would be struck with member 

councils and other councils (customers) 

 An accepted formula for the calculation of fee for services (both internally to 

member councils and other customers) 

 Agreeing on general principles relating to the operation of the entity (in 

consideration of the outcomes of the other scope of work to determine the 

legal status of the entity and the governance and operational management of 

the entity) 

Step 3: Development of a Business Case 

Taking the results of Steps 1 and 2, develop a business case to be considered by the 

member Councils, outlining the risks, benefits and costs associated with establishing 

the shared service entity and the transition of functions in the short, medium and long 

terms. 

This will include, but not limited to: 

 Identifying the financial benefit, risks and costs associated with each 

implementation phase 

 Key milestones 

 Advice on how service level agreements would be struck with member 

councils and potential other councils (customers) and how the fee for services 

would be calculated 

The more detailed and time-consuming work would be in Stage 3 and at this point 

Councils will make a decision about moving to Step 3 on completion of the first two 

steps. We remain hopeful that we can try to secure support funding from the State 

Government for this Phase of the project as it is a large cost. 
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As discussed in my presentation to Councils in December, Councils should be 

considering allocating funds in the 2014/15 budgets for change management and to 

have funds available to support projects such as this shared service initiative. 

Councils in the wider Central West Region are now also starting to talk about shared 

services and opportunities to share and this will be discussed at Centroc level. There 

is no doubt that in our region the Alliance Project and member councils are well 

progressed in the development of a model. 

The Alliance will prepare a response to the final recommendations from the Panel, 

which is due on 7 March 2014. 

WBC Board Meeting: 

The first meeting of the WBC Board will be held on 19 February in Wellington. This 

will be a good chance for the member councils to consider the priorities and projects 

for 2014. All Councillors are invited to attend the meeting. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil
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06) Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy (CM.PO.1) 

(Tony Perry) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That, following the statutory period of public display. Council adopt the draft 

Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policies as endorsed at the December 2013 

Council meeting. 

 

REPORT 

 

Following a report from the General Manager to the December 2013 meeting of 

Council and in accordance with Sec. 252 of the LG Act 1993, Council resolved to: 

“Endorse the draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policies as 

presented in the General Manager’s Report and place them on public 

display for a period of 28 days with a view to adoption at the February 

2014 meeting of Council.” 

In accordance with the above resolution, the draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities 

Policies was placed on public exhibition for the statutory period of 28 days and 

Council can now proceed to adopt the draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities 

Policies. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil  
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07) Lake Rowlands Dam Upgrade (WS.SP.4) 

(Tony Perry) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That a Lake Rowlands upgrade program, as required by the NSW Dam Safety 

Committee, be considered in line with the annual budget considerations at the 

April 2014 Council meeting. 

 

REPORT 

 

The General Manager presented a report to the June 2013 Council meeting in which 

he outlined the results of a Lake Rowlands Safety Upgrade Options Study, prepared 

by consultants GHD, to upgrade Lake Rowlands Dam in order to comply with the 

requirements of the NSW Dam Safety Committee (DSC) that the dam can withstand 

a 1 in 100,000 year flood event. 

In his report, the General Manager advised as follows: 

“GHD have now completed the study and the draft report has been 

submitted to Council with a number of options, namely: 

Option 1A 

Vertical Sand Filter (only 

relevant as a first stage of a 

staged remediation) 

$634,070 

Option 1B 

Vertical Reinforced Concrete 

Wall embedded in main 

embankment (will pass a 

1:100,000 AEP flood, but no 

freeboard above the flood level is 

provided) 

$1,600,320 

Option 2 
Raise Embankment 1.83m to 

pass 1:100,000 AEP flood 
$4,224,050 

Option 3 

Infill Auxiliary Spillway and Raise 

Embankment 2.68m to pass 

1:100,000 AEP flood 

$6,333,480 

Option 4 

Infill Auxiliary Spillway, 

combination of embankment 

raise and 1.4m Parapet Wall to 

achieve a total crest raise of 

2.68m to pass 1:100,000 AEP 

flood 

$5,513,650 

The GHD options study now needs to be submitted to the NSW Dam 

Safety Committee (DSC) for their consideration and direction. The DSC 

has requested that Council nominate its preferred option when submitting 

the study. 
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As previously indicated to Council, the General Manager has been 

advised by the NSW Office of Water that, whilst the upgrade of Lake 

Rowlands qualifies for 50% subsidy funding under the guidelines of the 

Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Program (CTWS&S), any 

application for subsidy would be refused because the CTWS&S Program 

is now closed and further funding of the Program will not be considered by 

the State Government until at least 2017. So unless Council can persuade 

the DSC to delay any requirement to upgrade Lake Rowlands until at least 

2017, Council will need to fund the cost of the upgrade from current 

reserves. 

Neither the General Manager nor the Manager of Technical and 

Operational Services are qualified to recommend a preferred option from 

the above detailed list and, accordingly, the General Manager is seeking a 

peer review of the study in order to formulate a preferred option to 

recommend to the DSC. The General Manager has approached Mr Rob 

Parker of Rob Parker Engineering P/L, a well-qualified expert on dam 

building and design, and Mr Paul Heinrichs, a dam engineer who 

previously headed up the dam safety inspection department with the NSW 

Office of Water. 

Both of these gentlemen are well known to management and Rob Parker 

carried out the foundation investigation study for the site of the proposed 

new Lake Rowlands Dam in 1998. A decision on who will carry out the 

review will be made on receipt of their respective fee proposals. The cost 

should be able to be met from within the current budget. 

As mentioned above, it will be the intention of the General Manager to 

seek a deferral of any required upgrade to Lake Rowlands until at least 

2017/18 when new funding of the CTWS&S program will be considered. 

The General Manager will argue that, as the DSC advised Council a 

couple of years ago that they would be prepared to defer any required 

upgrade for ten (10) years if a plan of action showing a new dam would be 

built within that time frame, it should automatically follow that a deferral of 

4 to 5 years should be approved.”  

Following consideration of the General Manager’s report to the June 2013 meeting, 

Council resolved as follows: 

“That the Lake Rowlands Safety Upgrade Options Study, prepared by 

GHD, be received and, following receipt of a peer review, be submitted to 

the NSW Dam Safety Committee with a recommended option and seeking 

deferral of any required upgrade until at least 2017/2018.” 

Subsequent to the above resolution, the General Manager appointed Mr Rob Parker 

to conduct the peer-review of the GHD options study. 
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After considerable deliberation with GHD and Mr Parker, the General Manager 

submitted the Lake Rowlands Safety Upgrade Options Study to the DSC on 5 

September 2013 with the recommendation of option 1b estimated at $1,600,320. 

On 25 October 2013, the DSC advised Council that it endorsed the options study and 

its recommendations. It also noted that Council was recommending option 1b and 

that this option was in line with the DSC’s risk based approach. Council was further 

requested to submit an upgrading program within 6 months to implement option 1b. 

In accordance with Council's above resolution, the General Manager wrote to the 

DSC requesting deferral of the required upgrade works until at least 2017 when 

hopefully the CTWS&S program will be reopened and subsidy funding for Lake 

Rowlands would be available. The General Manager based his request on a previous 

letter from the DSC, dated 17 March 2011, in which council was advised that 

upgrade works on Lake Rowlands could be deferred for a period of 10 years if a new 

dam program identifies construction to be completed in that timeframe. 

The General Manager is pleased to report that the DSC has replied to the General 

Manager’s request advising that the Committee concurs with Council's proposal to 

defer the upgrade works for the dam until 2017. The DSC further advised that the 

upgrade works are to be completed by March 2021, as stated in the DSC’s letter of 

17 March 2011. Council is requested to submit a program within 6 months to ensure 

the upgrade is completed by March 2021. 

The DSC noted Council’s funding constraints but pointed out that its prime 

responsibility is to ensure that an acceptable level of safety is provided to the 

downstream population in a timely manner.  

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

1 GM letter to Dam Safety Committee - September 2013 1 Page  

2 Dam Saftey Committee letter - October 2013 1 Page  

3 GM Letter to Dam Safety Committee - November 2013 1 Page  

4 Dam Safety Committee letter - December 2013 1 Page  
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08) Maintenance of Council's Systems (WS.MO.4) 

(Darrell Sligar) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted. 

 

REPORT 

 

a) Meter Reading 

The third meter read for the 2013/2014 financial year commenced in Quandialla 

on the 14th January 2014, and was completed on the 30th January 2014 with 

Cowra Shire Rurals. 

b) Meter Replacement/Service Replacement Program 

Council staff replaced two full services and forty five partial during the past two 

months. 

c) Valve Replacement 

Two new 50mm S/S ball valves were replaced on Trunk Main ‘V’ Canowindra. 

d) Pump Station Maintenance  

New seals and bearings have been installed in pumps at Cargo Pump Station. 

A new pump has been installed in the air conditioning unit at McDonalds Lane on 

Trunk Main ‘K’, along with new filters at McDonalds Lane, Gooloogong and 

Quandialla. 

e) Hydrant and Valve Maintenance 

Hydrant and valve maintenance was carried out in the following towns over the 

past two months: Blayney, Canowindra, Grenfell and Lyndhurst. 

f) Sludge Lagoons 

Four sludge lagoons were cleaned and placed back into operation at Carcoar 

Filtration Plant. 

g) Trunk Main Maintenance 

New fence markers have been placed on Trunk Main ‘X’ Gooloogong to Eugowra, 

rural systems of Trajere and Pyes Gap on the same system. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil 
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09) Performance of Council's Systems (WS.MO.4) 

(Darrell Sligar) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted. 

 

REPORT 

 

h) Main breaks 

The main failures recorded during the past two months are listed in the table 

below. 

Location Date Size  Comment 

Carcoar Icely Street 25.01.14 100mm DNR 

Mandurama 
Silver Street 20.01.14 100mm Split Length 

Trunk Main ‘P’ 17.01.14 100mm DNR 

 Moorbel Trunk Main ‘V’ 12.12.13 200mm Excavator 

South 

Canowindra 
Newton Street 16.12.13 100mm DNR 

Manildra Orange Street 28.12.13 100mm Tree Roots 

Rural Scheme North Canowindra 

09.12.13 80mm DNR 

10.12.13 63mm Poly 

13.12.13 100mm DNR 

06.12.13 100mm Plow 

Trunk Main ‘C’ Limestone Creek 28.01.14 225mm Weld 

i) Reservoir Levels 

Reservoir levels have fluctuated between 50% and 100% of capacity. 

j) Service Complaints and Requests 

A summary of service complaints and requests received for the last two months 

are as follows: 

Town and Complain/Request Count of Service 

BLAYNEY 3 

LEAKING METER 1 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

METER NOT SHUTTING OFF 1 

CANOWINDRA 9 

BURST METER 1 

CUSTOMER DAMAGED SERVICE 1 

LEAKING METER 2 
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Town and Complain/Request Count of Service 

MAIN BREAK 3 

NO WATER COMPLAINT 1 

STOP VALVE FAILURE 1 

CARCOAR 1 

LEAKING METER 1 

CARGO 1 

HYDRANT LEAKING 1 

EUGOWRA 4 

LEAKING METER 1 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

METER NOT SHUTTING OFF 1 

NO WATER COMPLAINT 1 

GRENFELL 2 

DIRTY WATER COMPLAINT 1 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

LYNDHURST 1 

LEAKING METER 1 

MANDURAMA 2 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

NO WATER COMPLAINT 1 

MILLTHORPE 3 

HYDRANT LEAKING 1 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

PATHCOCK FAILURE 1 

QUANDIALLA 1 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

Grand Total 27 

 

k) Lake Rowlands 

The level of Lake Rowlands has decreased from 82% to its present level of 66% 

as at 31st January 2014. 

l)  New Water Services      

During the past two months there have been three new water services connected 

to Councils mains: 

1 x 20mm residential connection at Millthorpe 

1 x 20mm residential connection at Cudal 

1 x 20mm residential connection at Canowindra 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil  
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10) Questions on Notice 

(Tony Perry) 
         

No questions on notice were received.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil 
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11) General Manager – Replacement Strategy  (GO.CO.4) 
   

(Tony Perry) 

         

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

1. That, as this matter deals with items that are subject to the affairs of an individual, 

Council consider it in Committee of the Whole and that in terms of Section 10A (2) 

of the Local Government Act, the press and the public be excluded from the 

meeting of the Committee of the Whole. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil 
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12) Proceed to Committee of the Whole 

(Tony Perry) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That, as business for the Ordinary Meeting has now concluded, Council proceed 
into Committee of the Whole to discuss the items referred to in the report. 

 
 

Council should exclude the press and public at this point, for confidential discussion 
on the items referred to Committee 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil 
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13) Report of the Committee of the Whole 

(Tony Perry) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the recommendations of the Committee of the Whole be adopted. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil    


