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Notice to Members 
 
Your attendance is requested at an Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held 
at the Weddin Shire Council on Thursday, 18 February 2016 at 10.30am. 
Morning tea will be served at 10.00am. 

Agenda 

1. Public Forum 

2. Apologies for non-attendance  

3. Leaves of absence granted  

4. Confirmation of Minutes - Ordinary Meeting held on 09.12.15 

5. Chairman’s Minute 

6. Councillor Representation 

7. Notices of Motion 

8. Reports of Staff 

9. Adjourn Meeting and proceed into Committee of the Whole 

10. Resume Ordinary Meeting & Report of Committee of the Whole 

11. Next Meeting – Blayney 13 April 2016 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
G. Rhodes 
General Manager 
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01) Financial Matters (FM.BA.1) 

(Raelene Mulligan) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. That the information be noted. 
 
 

REPORT 
 
Cash and Investments 

The below investment summary represents Council’s total investments as at 31st 

January 2016 in accordance with clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2005. 

 
 

Term 
(Days) 

 Rate  
Maturity 

Date 
% of 

Portfolio 

     
 

Short Term Deposits  $ 6,000,000.00        87.96% 

Reliance Credit Union  $    500,000.00  180 2.85% 2/02/16 7.33% 

Reliance Credit Union  $    500,000.00  180 2.85% 26/02/16 7.33% 

Bank of Queensland  $    500,000.00  154 2.80% 9/02/16 7.33% 

Reliance Credit Union  $    500,000.00  180 2.80% 12/03/16 7.33% 

National Australia Bank  $    500,000.00  181 2.85% 15/03/16 7.33% 

Reliance Credit Union  $    500,000.00  184 2.80% 21/03/16 7.33% 

National Australia Bank  $    500,000.00  152 2.84% 23/03/16 7.33% 

National Australia Bank  $    500,000.00  182 2.80% 26/04/16 7.33% 

BOQ - Curve Securities  $    500,000.00  182 2.95% 24/05/16 7.33% 

IMB Treasury  $    500,000.00  183 2.80% 7/06/16 7.33% 

National Australia Bank  $    500,000.00  153 2.95% 27/06/16 7.33% 

Bank of Queensland  $    500,000.00  180 3.05% 25/07/16 7.33% 
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Cash and Investments By Type 
 

 

Bank Reconciliation as at 31st January 2016 

 

BANK RECONCILIATION 
  

   Balance as per Bank Statement 
 

$821,518.44 

   Less:  Outstanding Cheques 
  Less: Outstanding Deposits 
 

-$330.00 

Add:  Visa Payment not processed 
 

   Balance as per Cash Book 
 

$821,848.44 

   

GENERAL FUND 
  

   (a) Cash Book Balance  
 

$821,848.44 

(b) Bank Balance 
 

$821,518.44 
 
The above investments have been secured in accordance with the Act, regulations 

and Council’s Investment Policy. 

 
Raelene Mulligan 
Director Finance & Corporate Services 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

Nil 
 

Attachments 
 

Nil.  

 $6,000,000.00 , 
88% 

 $821,518.44 , 
12% 

Short Term Deposits

At Call Deposits
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02) Budget Review Statement - 31 December 2015 (FM.FR.1) 

(Raelene Mulligan) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the Quarterly Budget Review for the quarter ended 31 December 2015 be 

accepted and the variations therein be adopted.  

REPORT 

The Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) for the period ended 31 December 2015 is 

submitted for examination by Council. 

It is estimated that the original budget surplus of $145,128 will decrease to a surplus 

result of $50,129. 

There are five variations recommended to the operational budget, with the variations 

listed on page four of the December 2015 quarterly budget review with variation 

comments provided on page five. 

The major components of the reviewed operating surplus are listed below: 

 Overall water sales have increased by $120,000 following a review of the actual 

water sales for the October 2015 – January 2016 period. Residential, Rural and 

Commercial Water Sales have increased by $190,000 overall, while industrial 

water sales have increased by $20,000. A significant decrease in water sales to 

Cowra Shire Council has contributed to a $90,000 reduction in bulk water sales. 

 A $15,000 increase in private works income is expected due to an increase in 

works. 

 $45,000 increase in employee costs due to the appointment of the new Director 

of Operations and Technical Services, who will commence work for CTW at the 

beginning of March 2016. 

 Materials and contracts will increase due to the proposed changes to IT 

Services $30,000, and increase costs associated with private works $10,000. 

 Other expenditure is projected to increase by $24,000 overall. 

There are no proposed changes to the capital budget at this stage. The Trunk Main 

‘K’ replacement project preliminary inspections and Blayney Filtration Plant 

remediation works are progressing as scheduled. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 

Attachments 
 

1 Quarterly Budget Review - December 2015 7 Pages  
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03) Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy (CM.PO.1) 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That, following the statutory period of public display, Council adopt the draft 

Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policies as endorsed at the December 2015 

Council meeting. 
 

REPORT 

Following a report from the General Manager to the December 2015 meeting of 

Council and in accordance with Sec. 252 of the LG Act 1993, Council resolved to: 

“Endorse the draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policies as 

presented in the General Manager’s Report and place them on public 

display for a period of 28 days with a view to adoption at the February 

2016 meeting of Council.” 

In accordance with the above resolution, the draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities 

Policies was placed on public exhibition for the statutory period of 28 days and 

Council can now proceed to adopt the draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities 

Policies. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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04) Model Code of Conduct Update (GO.PR.1) 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council adopt the updated Model Code of Conduct as issued by the Office of 

Local Government, and incorporate the updated Model Code of Conduct into 

Council's policy register. 

 
 

REPORT 

 

The Office of Local Government (Circular No 15-41/17 December 2015) has advised 

Councils that a new Model Code of Conduct has been developed and is required to 

be adopted and implemented as soon as possible. 

The Office of Local Government announced in late December that amendments to 

the Local Government Act 1993 had been made by the Local Government 

Amendment (Councillor Misconduct and Poor Performance) Act 2015. 

The main changes as outlined in the circular from the Office of Local Government 

were as follows: 

 As of the commencement date, Councillors who have previously been 

suspended on two or more occasions will be automatically disqualified from 

holding office in a Council for 5 years if they are suspended on a further 

occasion. The Office of Local Government has written directly to Councillors 

who have been suspended on two or more occasions to inform them of this 

change. 

 The definition of “misconduct” has been expanded to include acts or omissions 

by Councillors that are intended to prevent the proper or effective functioning of 

a council or a committee of a Council (e.g. by disrupting decision making). 

Penalties for Councillor misconduct include suspension and disqualification 

from holding office. 

 Councillors will no longer be permitted to participate in the consideration of the 

making, amendment, alteration or repeal of an environmental planning 

instrument applying to the whole or a significant part of their local government 

area they have pecuniary interests in unless: 

- the only interests affected by the changes are the interests they or their 

relatives have in their principal places of residence; and 

-  they have made a special disclosure of the affected interests. 

 This amendment is complemented by an amendment to clause 4.29 of the 

Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW which also commenced on 

13 November 2015. The amendment will mean that councillors with significant 

non-pecuniary conflicts of interests in the making, amendment, alteration or 
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repeal of an environmental planning instrument applying to the whole or a 

significant part of their local government area will no longer be permitted to 

participate in the consideration of those matters unless: 

- the only interests affected by the changes relate to the interest a person (e.g. 

a close friend or affiliate of a Councillor) has in their principal place of 

residence; and 

-  the Councillor has disclosed the affected interests. 

As advised in the circular a revised Model Code of Conduct has been issued by the 

Office of Local Government and replaces the existing Model Code of Conduct 

currently in place.  

Copies of the new Model Code and Model Procedures have been included with this 

business paper for review by Council. Circular 15/41 is also attached for Councillors 

information. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
Attachments 
 
1 OLG Circular 15/41 December 2015 4 Pages  
2 Model Code of Conduct - November 2015 24 Pages  
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05) Summary Outline Submission for the Merger Proposal of Blayney, Orange 
City and Cabonne Councils Public Inquiry (GO.AM.1) 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council endorse the attached summarised submission which outlines the 

implications for Central Tablelands Water if the merger proposal between 

Blayney, Orange City and Cabonne Councils proceeds. 
 

REPORT 

 

As Councillors are aware, the Minister for Local Government under section 

218E(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 submitted a proposal in January 2016 

to the Chief Executive of the Office of Local Government for the merger of 

Blayney Shire, Cabonne and Orange City councils local government areas. 

 

Mr Richard Pearson has been appointed as the Delegate of the Chief Executive 

of the Office of Local Government to consider this proposal against criteria set out 

in the Local Government Act 1993, and undertake public consultation to 

seek community views.  The public consultation process consists of public inquiry 

meetings which were held during 4-5 February 2016, in Blayney, Orange and 

Molong respectively.  The Chairman addressed the Delegate and attendees on 

behalf of CTW at the Blayney public inquiry meeting.  Public submissions have 

also been requested with regards to this merger proposal and close on 28 

February 2016. 

 

Although CTW as a county council is not involved in this merger proposal, which 

was reaffirmed by the Minister for Local Government, Mr Paul Toole MP at a 

meeting on 1 February 2016, CTW’s governance board structure will be indirectly 

affected if 2 of its constituent councils are forced to merge. 

 

As CTW’s Board is currently structured, there is equal representation from its 

existing constituent councils being Blayney (x2), Cabonne (x2) and Weddin (x2).  

This structure operates extremely well and together with a skilled management 

team and workforce, CTW continues to deliver a high quality and reliable water 

supply to its consumers.  If the merger proposal proceeds, subject to Councillor 

endorsement, CTW will be strongly advocating for the continuance of equal 

constituent council representation for its board structure, as it has proven to be a 

very successful structure over a long period of time. 

 

Subsequently a summarised submission outlining the implications for CTW if the 

merger proposal between Blayney, Orange City and Cabonne Councils proceeds has 

been developed for Council’s endorsement. The summarised submission has been 

provided to all Councillors as an attachment to this report. 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
Attachments 
 
1 Merger Proposal Inquiry Summary Submission 1 Page  
  



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - MERGER PROPOSAL INQUIRY 
SUMMARY SUBMISSION 

 ITEM NO: 05 

 

This is Page No. 46 of the Agenda presented to the Ordinary Meeting of Central Tablelands 
County Council held at Weddin Shire Council on 18 February 2016  
 

 

BLAYNEY, CABONNE & ORANGE MERGER PROPOSAL 

SUMMARY OUTLINE SUBMISSION BY CENTRAL TABLELANDS COUNTY COUNCIL (CTW) 

 

1. CTW itself, as a water county council, has not been subject to the Fit for the Future 

reform process.  

2. It is however indirectly impacted because 2 of its 3 constituent councils are the 

subject of this merger proposal. 

3. CTW currently supplies water to around 12,000 customers in 14 towns and villages in 

the shires of Blayney, Cabonne, Weddin and Cowra, and to individual customers also 

in the Shires of Forbes and Bland. 

4. Because of its central position in the water supply network for the central west, with 

a major water source high in the Lachlan catchment, and water security for the 

central west being assessed on a regional basis, it is important that CTW remains as 

an independent water supply authority.   

5. CTW currently has 3 constituent councils (Blayney, Cabonne and Weddin) and 6 

councillors (2 appointed by each constituent council).  

6. If the proposal is approved: 

 CTW will have its constituent councils reduced from 3 to 2; 

 4 of its 6 existing councillors will cease to hold office, because they will cease 

to be councillors of their nominating councils [s.392(1) LG Act];  

 CTW will strongly advocate for the continuance of equal constituent council 

representation (i.e. Weddin 3 members, New Council 3 members); and 

 new councillors will need to be appointed by the new council. 

7. Point 6 above will enable the proclamation for the new council, if the merger 

proposal is to proceed, to deal with the necessary consequential changes to the 

constitution of CTW. 
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06) Belubula Dam Investigation Update (GR.SL.2) 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council note the report. 
 
REPORT 

 

Council received the following Belubula River Dam update from WaterNSW on 9 

February 2016 regarding commencement of the next phase (Phase 2): 

“Phase 2 – Belubula and Lachlan River Dam 

This next phase will include feasibility studies as well as a cost-benefit analysis to 

more precisely calculate the water security needs of the region and identify how a 

new dam could best be used with other complementary options to meet the water 

security needs. 

The feasibility work will explore the potential social, economic, and environmental 

impacts of a new dam at this area, as well as analysis of factors such as technical 

feasibility, optimum storage size and designs.  

Other complementary options which will be explored through the investigations could 

involve using new or existing infrastructure or changes to water delivery in 

conjunction with a dam to establish the most effective solution to the water security 

problem. 

In order to proceed in a timely and cost-effective manner, our approach will be to 

prioritise those activities which could quickly determine whether or not the project 

should proceed.  

As such, the cost-benefit analysis and feasibility studies are scheduled to commence 

first, to understand if constructing a dam in the Cranky Rock vicinity would be 

feasible and provide a net economic benefit, before deciding whether to proceed with 

further investigations into the detailed sizing, alignment and hydrological analysis, as 

well as detailed landholder consultation. 

WaterNSW will engage a strategic partner with specialist relevant experience to 

assist with carrying out the feasibility investigations and cost-benefit analysis. 

As detailed in the Phase 1 report, we understand stakeholders have requested 

ongoing consultation and involvement.  We will provide an update to stakeholders in 

the near future to indicate the likely timeframes and potential opportunities for 

involvement in this next phase.”   

The WaterNSW media release regarding the second stage of investigations into the 

potential new dam on the Belubula River is attached for Councillors information. 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

NIL 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

NIL 

 
 

Attachments 
 
1 Water NSW Belubula Dam Investigation 2 Pages  
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07) WBC Alliance - Executive Manager's Report (CM.AG.6) 

(Donna Galvin) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted. 
 
REPORT 

 
WBC EXECUTIVE MANAGER’S REPORT –February 2016 Council meeting  

As this is my first report for 2016 I would like to wish Councillors all the best for the 

New Year, one which will no doubt be full of challenges and potential change. I will 

continue to support the General Managers and Staff of the councils in any way that I 

can.  

Risk Management  

Towards the end of December I facilitated a half day workshop for Blayney Council 

Administrative staff introducing them to the risk management module within 

Synergysoft. This was part of the overall implementation of Risk management for 

Blayney Council. I will continue working with the Risk Officer over the coming months 

to finalise this and to also develop and implement a Business Continuity Plan.  

Asset Management:  

I am working with Blayney and Cabonne assisting in the implementation and roll out 

of new Asset Management software. We have arranged training for staff in the week 

commencing 8th February and both councils have made significant progress since 

my last report in uploading asset data to the new Assetfinda system. This should 

enable better projection of assets backlog and better inform the 16/17 budget 

process.  

Alliance Priorities – Feb-June 2016:  

The General Managers and I are meeting on 10th February to discuss my work 

priorities to ensure that I continue to add value to the member Councils.  

Reform Process:  

I have attended two recent workshops held by LG NSW regarding the potential 

merger process, and how the manage staff through this transformational change 

should the amalgamations process.  

I am also participating in a two day workshop in mid-February being presented in 

Orange by LG Professionals on Managing and Leading Change. I have had quite a 

lot of experience in this area as well as holding qualifications in Change 

Management. If the change does proceed I hope that I am able to support councils in 

managing through what will be significant change.  

 

WBC Board meeting:  
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The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 2nd March in Cabonne 

Council commencing at 10am. All councillors are welcome to attend. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

Nil 
 

Attachments 
 

Nil.   
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08) Asbestos Management Plan (RM.PC.1) 

(Darrell Sligar) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council note the report and information. 
 
 

REPORT 

In September 2015, CTW along with Blayney, Cabonne, Weddin and Oberon Shire 

Councils called for tenders for the production of an Asbestos Management Plan and 

Register.  

11 of CTW’s buildings were inspected in December 2015. Samples were taken in an 

effort to detect and identify asbestos to comply with Australian Commonwealth and 

State Workplace Health and Safety legislation. 

A comprehensive Asbestos Management Plan and Register have been produced, 

and has been tabled for Councillors information. 

 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil – allowed for in 2015/2016 budget 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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09) Maintenance of Council's Systems (WS.MO.4) 

(Darrell Sligar) 
         

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted. 

 

REPORT 

a) Meter Reading 

The third meter read for the 2015/16 financial year commenced in Blayney on 11 

January, finalised with TM’C’ rurals on 31 January. 

b) Meter Change Program 

The meter change program continued throughout the county area with eighteen 

meters being replaced due to Councils consumption limit. 

c) Service Replacement Program 

Council staff completed six full and eight partial replacements during the past two 

months. 

d) Hydrant Maintenance 

Hydrant maintenance was carried out in the following areas: Cargo, Cudal, 

Eugowra, Blayney and Moorbel. 

Two hydrants were refurbished in Blayney. 

One new hydrant was installed in Radnor Street South Canowindra. 

e) Filtration Plant Maintenance 

 Four sludge lagoons have been cleaned at Carcoar and placed back into 

operation. 

     Council’s tree planting program continued for this financial year with 500 natives 

planted on Wallaby during December. 

f) Reticulation Extension  

An 80m main extension was installed in Lynn St South Canowindra to service a 

new residential subdivision, all associated costs were borne by the developer. 

g) WH&S Audit 

Council’s safety representative completed a full safety audit of all worksites along 

with all deposits in the County area during September. 

h)  Staff Training 

 Two staff members completed first aid training during December.  

 Two staff members completed Confined Spaces Training during December. 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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10) Performance of Council's Systems (WS.MO.4) 

(Darrell Sligar) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the information be noted. 

 

REPORT 

 

i) Main Breaks 

The main failures recorded during the past two months are listed in the table 

below. 

Location Date Size  Comment 

Blayney Queen St 23.12.15 100mm S/L 

Canowindra Bluebell Street 01.12.15 100mm 
Leaking 

Collar 

 Rural Systems 

 

Trajere 17.12.15 63mm Poly 

Trajere 23.12.15 63mm Poly 

Nyrang Creek 13.01.16 80mm S/L 

Nyrang Creek 18.01.16 80mm S/L 

Trunk Main ‘C’ 
Greylands 09.12.15 225mm S/L 

Rivers Road 21.01.16 200mm Weld 

 

j) Service Complaints and Requests 

A summary of service complaints and requests received for the last two months 

are as follows:  

 

Town/Village Count 

BLAYNEY 19 

CUSTOMER DAMAGED METER 1 

DIRTY WATER COMPLAINT 1 

HYDRANT LEAKING 2 

LEAKING METER 7 

LEAKING SERVICE 3 

MAINTENANCE - GENERAL 1 

METER NOT SHUTTING OFF 4 

CANOWINDRA 19 

LEAKING METER 5 

LEAKING SERVICE 7 

MAIN BREAK 3 

PATHCOCK FAILURE 1 
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TRUNK MAIN ADJUSTMENT 3 

CARCOAR 1 

MAIN BREAK 1 

CUDAL 4 

LEAKING METER 1 

LEAKING SERVICE 2 

MAIN BREAK 1 

EUGOWRA 6 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

MAIN BREAK 1 

NO WATER COMPLAINT 3 

TRUNK MAIN ADJUSTMENT 1 

GRENFELL 15 

LEAKING METER 4 

LEAKING SERVICE 3 

LOW PRESSURE COMPLAINT 1 

MAIN BREAK 2 

METER NEW/REPLACEMENT 1 

NO WATER COMPLAINT 1 

PATHCOCK FAILURE 2 

TRUNK MAIN ADJUSTMENT 1 

LYNDHURST 1 

LEAKING METER 1 

MANDURAMA 1 

MAIN BREAK 1 

MANILDRA 2 

LEAKING SERVICE 2 

MILLTHORPE 2 

LEAKING METER 1 

MAIN BREAK 1 

QUANDIALLA 2 

LEAKING SERVICE 1 

NO WATER COMPLAINT 1 

Grand Total 72 

 

k)  Lake Rowlands 

The level of Lake Rowlands has decreased from 98.5% (1.12.2015) to its present 

level of 88%. 

l) New Water Services 

During the past two months there have been seven new domestic water services 

connected to Council’s mains.  
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Nil 

 

Attachments 
 
Nil  
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11) Questions on Notice 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

No questions on notice were received.  
 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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12) IT Managed Services Proposal (IT.AQ.1) 
 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 
1. This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) (dii) of the Local 

Government Act, as it deals with commercial information of a confidential nature 
that would, if disclosed (ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the 
Council. 

 
 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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13) Proceed to Committee of the Whole 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That, as business for the Ordinary Meeting has now concluded, Council proceed 
into Committee of the Whole to discuss the items referred to in the report. 

 
 

 
Council should exclude the press and public at this point, for confidential discussion 
on the items referred to Committee 
 
 

Attachments 
 
Nil 
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14) Report of the Committee of the Whole 

(Gavin Rhodes) 
         

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the recommendations of the Committee of the Whole be adopted. 

 
Attachments 
 
Nil    


